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by Erin Fitzgerald and Bruce 
Duncan 

A fascinating and unique local 
treasure, the Eramosa Karst is a geo¬ 
logical formation located in Stoney 
Creek, and is characterized by caves, 
sinking streams, springs and soil pipes. 
Over the past few months, the HNC 
was fortunate to have both a talk and a 
guided hike by Dr. Steve 
Worthington, the co-author 
of the scientific reports pre- 
pared for the Ontario Min- / j v > 
istry of Natural Resources < t *'„ 

(OMNR). 

Brought to the atten- j V 

tion of karst experts in 1999, \ n 

the Eramosa area was - f y 

found to contain a large con- £ Vj 'tT*: 
centration of unique geo- , 

logical features. In the 5 1 •' jiff} 
spring of 2000, , 
stakeholders, including the ^ • I / 
former City of Stoney * 

Creek and the OMNR met 9 ** ;f. 
to discuss the preservation 
of the Eramosa Karst. *- 
Meanwhile, development of r v 

the land was halted until *•_ 

the completion of a scien- f 

tific study of the area. This fj 
study, by Marcus Buck, Dr. / / 
Worthington and Dr. Derek V 

Ford, documented the fea¬ 
tures of the formation, evaluated its 
provincial significance, and recom¬ 
mended its preservation and protec¬ 
tion. The final report, Evaluation of 
the Eramosa Karst in Stoney Creek, 
Ontario, as A Candidate Earth Sci¬ 
ence ANSI (Area of Natural and Sci¬ 
entific Interest), was submitted to the 


Karsts in Hamilton! 

public earlier this year, and has under¬ 
gone review by the stakeholders, in¬ 
cluding the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 
The HNC conservation committee 
strongly supported the finding of the 
report and its recommendation that this 
area be designated an ANSI. 

The OMNR is currently reviewing 


port. If the report is deemed satisfac¬ 
tory, it will be recommended to the 
OMNR’s Guelph District Manager and 
to the Manager of the Planning and 
Research Section of Ontario Parks. 
These bodies will then decide on 
whether the karst deserves an ANSI 
designation. The next stage is the pub¬ 
lic notification of the decision and, if 
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the stakeholders’ com¬ 
ments, and over the 
next few months will 
decide whether there 
needs to be further 
study of this area or any 
changes to the scien¬ 
tific content of the re- 
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the Eramosa Karst is designated as an 
ANSI, the OMNR will work to sup¬ 
port the municipality and the 
stakeholders in the development of a 
management plan. 

The designation process has re¬ 
cently taken a huge step forward. On 
October 18, Brad Clark, the Minister 
of Labour and MPP for Stoney Creek, 
announced that approximately 150 
acres of the karst (the core area and 
feeder area) will be protected by the 
province. In a letter that Brad Clark 
gave to Ben Vanderbrug, retiring Gen¬ 
eral Manager of the Hamilton Conser¬ 


vation Authority, David Tsubouchi, 
Chair of the Management Board of 
Cabinet, stated in part: 

“Please accept this note as our 
Letter of Intent to transfer key aspects 
of the provincially owned property with 
Eramosa Karst features. The exact 
scope of the nominal value transfer 
remains to be determined through con¬ 
sultation with the Ontario Realty Cor¬ 
poration, Ministry of Natural Resources, 
City of Hamilton and of course, the 
Hamilton Conservation Authority. Our 
initial discussions will centre on the 
protection of the most significant fea¬ 


tures as well as the protection of ap¬ 
propriate feeder zones.” 

The Hamilton Conservation Au¬ 
thority sees this generous contribution 
from the province as the core of a new 
conservation area in the east end. The 
Eramosa Karst Conservation Area will 
allow people to see the sinking streams, 
walk a network of trails through natu¬ 
ral areas and see the wildlife that makes 
this land its home. The conservation 
area ^11 also be an extraordinary out¬ 
door laboratory for classes, particu¬ 
larly those from high schools, colleges 
and universities.^ 


Another Successful Baillie Birdathon 


by Betty Blashill. 

Baillie Birdathon, one of Bird Stud¬ 
ies Canada’s (BSC’s) most important 
annual fundraisers, had another suc¬ 
cessful year in 2002. Over 500 partici¬ 
pants from across Canada, sponsored 
by over 7,000 people, spent a day in 
May looking for as many bird species 
as they could find. What a great ex¬ 
cuse to go birding! 

BSC, a growing network of Cana¬ 
dian bird observatories and participat¬ 
ing conservation organizations, splits, 
the proceeds from the Birdathon four 
ways: designated clubs, Canadian bird 
observatories, the James L. Baillie 
Memorial Fund, and BSC. BSC covers 
all administrative costs associated with 
the Birdathon. 

Participants have the option of des¬ 
ignating a conservation organization of 
their choice to receive a portion of the 
funds they raise (the “designated clubs” 
allotment). As of 17 August 2002, 
$6,096.96 was raised on behalf of the 


Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. Of this 
amount, $2,048.48 was passed on to 
the Club. 

In his letter to the Club, Michael 
Bradstreet, Executive Director of BSC, 
wrote, “Participants who birded for 
your group and raised money for our 
mutual benefit are to be commended. 
Please express my thanks to them on 
behalf of BSC.” 

Participants included Judy 
Atkinson, Glenn and Kim Barrett, Tho¬ 
mas Crooks, Bob Curry and Glenda 
Slessor, David R. Don, Lois Evans, 
Dean A. Gugler, Helene Keller, Ursula 
Kolster, Arlene McCaw, Frank and 
Helen Morley, Daphne Payne, Jason 
Pizzey, Michael Rowlands, Barbara 
Sargeant, Elaine Serena, H. Michael 
Street, Sandra van Hullanaar, Margaret 
J. Walton and David Wood. Thanks, 
team! 

As Michael Bradstreet pointed out, 
“Birdathon is a terrific opportunity for 
your members to be outside enjoying 


nature while raising funds for impor¬ 
tant research and conservation. We 
hope you will continue to stay involved 
and build on Birdathon’s success in 
2003!” 

BSC is a not-for-profit organiza¬ 
tion dedicated to the study and conser¬ 
vation of wild birds and their habitats. 
Its programs are designed to engage 
volunteers in the study of birds through 
species surveys, population counts, 
habitat assessments, and many other 
monitoring and conservation activities. 

It continues to initiate new pro¬ 
grams such as Project NestWatch, in 
which volunteers record observations 
on nesting success of birds in their 
area. At the same time, new regional 
programs are being implemented in¬ 
cluding the BC Beached Bird Survey. 
In Atlantic Canada, volunteers in the 
inaugural year of the Nocturnal Owl 
Survey detected an impressive 382 
owls. Currently, nearly 20,000 volun¬ 
teers actively participate in BSC 
programs.^ 
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by Carl Rothfels 

I hope you like your new Duck! I, 
and the rest of the publications com¬ 
mittee, aspire to the standards Don has 
set in his many years of service to this 
publication, and hope you, our readers 
and writers, can guide us on our way. 
Not to fear, however. I’m sure that 
Don’s experience will continue to play 
a key role in the success of the Wood 
Duck. 

You will notice that we have taken 
advantage the opportunity offered by 
our new format to usher in some other 
changes; this volume features a rede¬ 
signed front cover, front inside cover, 
and back cover. We’ve added a mail¬ 
ing label and table of contents, and 
shed the front-page article in exchange 
for a cover illustration. Next month we 
hope to complete the “new look” with 
an updated masthead to show-off our 
Robert Bateman Wood Duck print. 


The Editor Talks Back 

Dean Gugler’s article on goldenrod 
galls. 


Artwork and photographs. Our 

new white paper is particularly well 
suited to reproducing graphics, and we 
are going to need a cover illustration if 
we remain with our redesigned look. I 
know that many members take photo¬ 
graphs while out enjoying nature, and 
some even publish their work on the 
web. If you do have a pool of mate- 



And many of our members make 
field notes and field sketches. These 


Now we need feedback from you! 
This is your publication! Aside from 
comments on our changes (which we 
also want), we would like to encour¬ 
age membership involvement in the fol¬ 
lowing specific areas: 

Articles. The HNC is blessed with 
a core of excellent writers who make 
this publication what it is, but there are 
many other members who shy away 
from contributing pieces of their work. 
One need not be a world-renowned 


sketches are particularly valuable. Not 
only are they often more human and 
interesting than photographs, but also 
they serve as an example to others of 
a very valuable naturalist skjll. Since I 
expect that many people are a little shy 
about sharing their sketches, I would 
very much appreciate it if everyone 
would betray their closet-artist friends 
to me, so that I can use my skills of 
persuasion! 

Letters to the Editor. Those of 


expert to get your articles published! 
The November Duck, for example, fea¬ 
tured some excellent examples of great 
articles based on the casual observa¬ 
tions and field notes of local naturalists 
- note especially Brian Wylie’s article 
on the drought in the loam pits, and 


us who toil with the Wood Duck, both 
as editors and authors, sometimes feel 
that we are working in a void. There is 
very little feedback, positive or nega¬ 
tive, from most of the membership. 
Send us your thoughts, compliments, 
and complaints! If we make a mistake, 


tell us! If you really like a particular 
article, tell us! If you have something 
to add, tell us! I hope to get enough 
letters to publish them regularly. 

Letters to the Editor could also 
include items unrelated to specific Duck 
articles. Examples could include re¬ 
quests for specific information (e.g. 
new residents looking for someone to 
take them to local birding hotspots, or 
researchers looking for organisms that 
demonstrate particular ecological prin¬ 
ciples), short notes on interesting ob¬ 
servations, or buy-sell natural history 
, items. 

Regular columns. We would like 
to strengthen our suite of regular col¬ 
umns. Specifically, we want to bring 
back the Bookworm and the Ask-A- 
Naturalist columns, and are interested 
in ideas for other columns. 

The Bookwork column requires 
book reviews, which shouldn’t be too 
difficult considering how much our 
members read! Books need not be in a 
field-guide format to qualify for a re¬ 
view; any book, fiction or nonfiction, 
which has a strong naturalist theme 
and would be of interest to our reader- 
ship, is appropriate. The Ask-A-Natu- 
ralist column requires questions. Send 
in your nature questions, and we’ll find 
a local expert to answer them. 

Finally, we are interested in your 
thoughts on the directions our publica¬ 
tion is heading. Are you happy with the 
theme and style of our articles? Is 
there any type of article that you par¬ 
ticularly enjoy? How do you like our 
format? 

This is your Duck!^ 
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General Meeting Report: Arctic Adventures 


by Louise Unitt 

It was last November that 
Margaret McFadyen regaled the Club 
with a stunning presentation of her trip 
to Antarctica. One year later, she was 
back for a return engagement at the 
November HNC meeting, now training 
her attention upon the opposite end of 
the globe. Accompanying her talk with 
a slide show, Margaret recreated her 
1999 visit to the Arctic. 

Gus Yaki led the tour. The ulti¬ 
mate destination was Old Squaw 
Lodge, NWT, with plenty of highlights 
along the way. In Whitehorse (which 
she accessed by plane from Vancou¬ 
ver), Margaret was intrigued by an 
“odd-looking, but impressive” slab of 
copper on display - all 2,590 lbs. of it! 

One of many excellent slides fea¬ 
tured a dramatic view of the deep and 
fast-flowing Yukon River, bordered by 
sheer basalt cliffs. It was June 20, and 
the flowers - Arctic Lupine and 
Penstemon sp. among them - were 
already in their full glory. Margaret 
scored a spectacular shot of a raven 
giving chase to a bald eagle. She often 
overheard the eagles “discussing” her 
party, their conversation enlivened by 
“yips, yaps, chuckles and barks.” Even 
Least chipmunks and Arctic Ground 
Squirrels put in appearances. 

Next morning, the group boarded a 
Cessna 270 and crossed the Big Salmon 
River, with the Salmon Range looming 
just beyond. Margaret likened the tiny 
plane (it accomipodates a pilot and 
five passengers) to a dragonfly. Flying 
at 7,400 feet, it headed for McMillan 
Pass. Once through, it dropped onto 


the Canol Road at Mile 222, where the 
“airport” consists of a few supply sheds. 
From this point on, the road was im¬ 
passible to ordinary traffic, navigable 
only with 4-wheel drive vehicles. 
Margaret advised that the Canol Road 
runs across the Yukon and into the 
Northwest Territories as far as Nor¬ 
mal Wells. The part in the NWT is 
totally unmaintained and is marked on 
maps as a heritage road! 


<n*t> 



Arctic Lupine (www.nawwal.org) 


Before long a snag developed: one 
of the two vehicles had broken down. 
Progress halted while Gus replaced 
the rad. 

Meanwhile, there was much to ob¬ 
serve, despite the fog-like conditions 
that overlaid the Selwyn Mountains. It 
was caused by smoke from forest fires, 
and would persist over a number of 


days, obscuring the mountain view. 
Although this adventure did not entail 
living off the land, Margaret was game 
to sample a few of its offerings. Hap¬ 
pening upon some reindeer moss, she 
ventured to take a nibble, and com¬ 
pares its flavor to fresh mushrooms. 
Her verdict? - “No wonder the rein¬ 
deer love it.” Later, she would munch 
on a Bear Grass flower head (“nutty 
and yummy”), and taste the “gin-clear” 
water of Wolf Creek. 

Although Margaret found the land¬ 
scape “relatively untouched,” there was 
one notable exception. Despite the pas¬ 
sage of sixty years, the damage in¬ 
flicted by road building machinery can 
still be seen. The Americans, to ensure 
access to an oil source, constructed 
Canol Road in the 1940’s, then aban¬ 
doned it after only 9 months of use. 
The visible scarring so long after the 
event illustrates “how tender is the 
tundra.” 

When crossing the aptly named 
Boulder Creek, one of the trucks got 
stuck in a hole. It made for a striking 
photo: a “superannuated troop carrier 
chugging along,” much of it submerged, 
big rocks all around. The passengers 
had to crawl out, slipping on ice (not 
entirely melted by June!) Not surpris¬ 
ingly, it took 2 hours to cover 16 kilo¬ 
metres! 

Old Squaw Lodge is a 2-storey 
building, situated at an elevation of 5,500 
ft. The lower level consists of a dining 
room and kitchen, while the upper level 
is a lounge area, glass-walled on three 
sides, and outfitted with a fieldstone 
fireplace, wood burning stove, and bar. 
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Hosts Norman and Barbara Barichello 
had stocked the room with reference 
books and a telescope. Margaret re¬ 
marked that “the amenities of civiliza¬ 
tion managed to follow us,” and 
deemed it a fine setting to “sit in luxury, 
sipping wine.” By southern Ontario 
standards the cabins on the property 
are “rustic with a capital ‘R’.” Still, 
there are some home comforts, such 
as cold running water (in scant sup¬ 
ply), a small stove, chemical toilet and 
a leaky skylight that was made water¬ 
tight in short order. The absence of 
lighting presented no problem in the 
land of the midnight sun. 

The outdoor privy boasted a unique 
attraction - a resident Say’s Phoebe! 
A wonderful slide showed her en¬ 
sconced in her nest. Margaret found 
her quite hospitable, peeping over the 
side of her nest and chirping to each 
patron in turn. 

The lodge verandah, which offers 
a fine view of the Three Sisters Moun¬ 
tains, was off limits to visitors, for cliff 
swallows had already staked their 
claim. When she arrived, Margaret 
counted 160 nests, “jammed into every 
nook and cranny,” with still more nests 
under construction. 

Margaret cleared up the miscon¬ 
ception that there are no trees in the 
Arctic. There are trees, she explained, 
but they are espaliered on the ground, 
or sometimes buried beneath the sur- 


sunlit hours are, Margaret’s sunrise 
photo was taken at 1:15 a.m.! 

Climbing a hill behind the lodge, 
she spotted Rock Ptarmigan, which 
had not yet begun molting into summer 
plumage, discovered the nest of a Long¬ 
tailed Jaeger, and found nearby a Least 
Sandpiper’s nest. Its placement in the 
middle of the tundra struck her as odd, 
so unlike the Killdeer’s preference for 
a sand or gravel substrate. 


Margaret celebrated 
summer solstice atop 
Windflower Hill, with a 
midnight feast of cake 
and wine. During her 

started off 
| promisingly along 

rupted that'shori 
stretch. h'' 1 If you saw the 
slide show, you will appreci¬ 

ate my use of quotation marks. For the 
“bridge” consisted of two Sets of two 
parallel boards laid across a hole in the 
road. (The road’s makeshift condition 
is more a matter of strategy than ne¬ 
glect. The intention is to keep it barely 
navigable, in order to discourage an 
influx of traffic from the cities.) 


face. An example is the Net-leaf Wil¬ 
low, which keeps its “working 
machinery” underground. In spring, it 
puts up leaves and flowers, taking ad¬ 
vantage of the brief period of extended 
daylight to manufacture its seeds. To 
give you an idea of how plentiful the 


Safely across, the group climbed 
Fox Ridge. The ground, which looks 
bare at a distance, is actually studded 
with wildflowers. These include Woolly 
Lousewort, the minuscule and sweetly 
scented Rock Jasmine, and one of 
Margaret’s favorites - Lapland 


Rosebay. This shrub is a member of 
the rhododendron family, its one-inch- 
tall flowers resembling shrunken rho¬ 
dodendron blossoms. Attempts at 
domestication of the species have failed; 
it does not survive away from the Arc¬ 
tic. Margaret admired the rich purple 
of Mountain Saxifrage just coming into 
bloom, and Richardson’s Anemones, 
their faces turned towards the sun. 
We saw slides of white Arctic Heather 
(used for fuel, bedding, and tent insula¬ 
tion), willow herbs, and Moss Campion, 
whose “bright cushions” are common 
throughout the region. A pair of swal¬ 
lowtail butterflies fluttered by. Margaret 
reveled in the “lushness of the environ¬ 
ment, so thick with life.” 

At the far end of the ridge, a pair 
of Gyrfalcons were displaying to each 
other, treating spectators to their “awe¬ 
some acrobatics and power dives,” 
After the group had scrambled down 
to the valley, they turned around to see 
caribou at the top of the ridge where 
they had so recently trod. Caribou are 
endowed with an unusually strong 
sense of curiosity, and had been fol¬ 
lowing the party. Apparently, you can 
induce caribou to approach you by 
putting on a silly show, capering about, 
kicking up your heels and such. Hu¬ 
man observers of such antics are more 
likely to back away! 

Margaret appreciated the opportu¬ 
nity to observe Smith’s and Lapland 
Longspurs and Homed Larks in their 
breeding habitat. The latter’s “beauti¬ 
ful tinkling song” was a particular de¬ 
light. One slide served to illustrate the 
Horned Lark’s effective camouflage; 
thanks to a perfect colour match with 
its surroundings, the chick was barely 
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visible. In honor of its namesake Old 
Squaw Lodge, Margaret snapped a 
photo of the only Oldsquaw (Long¬ 
tailed Duck) she encountered on the 
entire trip. 

She also managed to get really 
close to a Willow Ptarmigan, whom 
she defended against an undeserved 
reputation for stupidity. Margaret ex¬ 
plained that they can tell the difference 
between their two chief predators, the 
Gyrfalcon and the Bald Eagle, and have 
accordingly developed a specific es¬ 
cape strategy for each - they escape a 
Gyrfalcon by diving into the bush, where 
the gyrfalcon will not follow them for 
fear of damaging its wings. Also, the 
gyrfalcon’s superior speed would doom 
the ptarmigan in an aerial phase. Con¬ 
versely, they can elude an eagle through 
flight, where their much smaller size 
gives them the advantage of 
maneuverability. 

Its defensive strategies notwith¬ 
standing, the Willow Ptarmigan is the 
Gyrfalcon’s major food source. The 
male Gyrfalcon must deliver a mini¬ 
mum number of ptarmigan (about three) 
to his mate in order for her to nest. 
Any fewer, and she will lack sufficient 
strength to undertake breeding. 

A walk to an area overlooking the 
Selwyn Mountains was on the next 
day’s agenda. A slide showed an ex¬ 
panse of green landscape that Margaret 
identified for us as Dwarf Willow and 
Dwarf Birch. A serious hindrance to a 
traveler’s progress, these grow to knee 
or shoulder height, depending on avail¬ 
ability of moisture. 

One interesting photo of the ground 
revealed geometrical patterns created 
by permafrost. As frost expands in a 
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circular formation, it creates a honey¬ 
comb effect. The mushy center or 
boil is surrounded by a “hummocky 
terrace”, over which one must raise a 
leg to proceed. Ground squirrels like 
to burrow into this mounded terrace 
area, thus allowing warm air to enter. 
The resulting collapse of the mound is 



from: losbird.orp 

part of the cyclic nature of the per¬ 
mafrost system. 

Animal tracks bore witness to the 
passage of wolves and Grizzly Bears. 
Both had left well-defined prints that 
obviously belonged to good-sized 
specimens. At 8 Vi inches, Margaret’s 
hand span barely covered the bear’s 
paw print. A photo of moose scat 
offered proof that moose also make 
their home in the area. Margaret noted 
its close resemblance to chocolate cov¬ 
ered almonds. (Dieting just got easier!) 

On the following morning, June 
25, it snowed. Yet anemones contin¬ 
ued to bloom, undeterred, as if aware 
the snow would not last. Native 
coltsfoot was in bloom. It was inter¬ 


esting to learn that the Yellow Coltsfoot 
that appears in spring in our southerly 
latitudes is a European import. Next 
day it was time to pack up and head 
back to mile 222. On the way, the 
group passed a wolf pack, the black- 
pelted hindmost wolf keeping a watch¬ 
ful eye on them all the while. 

The view from the plane was “stu¬ 
pendous” as it retraced their journey 
oyer the Big Salmon River. They 
touched down on .terra firma in 
Whitehorse, where Labrador Tea and 
Bearberry were in flower. Following 
the adage that “all good birders go to 
dumps and sewage lagoons,” they paid 
a visit to the local dump, and were 
rewarded by the spectacle of 40 Bald 
Eagles. A photo showed a Spruce 
Grouse trying to gather up her two 
uncooperative chicks on a rock wall. 
A Lesser Yellowlegs looked most comi¬ 
cal in an incongruous setting - perched 
atop a pine tree! 

As Margaret purchased historical 
trade beads at a gift shop in Carcross 
(shorthand for caribou crossing), she 
mused on the way history has played 
itself out: In the 19th century we sold 
beads to the indigenous people; now 
we are buying them back as jewelry! 
There was a brief visit to Skagway, a 
port of call for liners that come up the 
inside passage. Then it was back to 
Vancouver, and journey’s end. 

We were fortunate to share 
Margaret’s northern experience, 
through her vivid account by word and 
picture. Following her engrossing pres¬ 
entations on the Antarctic and Arctic, 
the obvious question is, “Where are 
you taking us next year, Margaret?”^ 


How to See 253 Species and Bird By Ear! 


by Michael Rowlands 

On October 21 s1 , about 60 mem¬ 
bers and guests met at Shaklee Canada 
for the second meeting of the BSG for 
the new season. George Drought 
chaired the meeting and made some 
general announcements. Several new 
members were asked to introduce 
themselves, then Mike Street gave an 
explanation of what is involved in the 
annual Hamiton Christmas Bird Count. 
One quarter of our area is still not 
spoken for, so volunteers interested in 
either counting or assisting in the count 
on Boxing Day should contact Mike at 
905-648-3737 for more information. 

In the sightings portion of our ses¬ 
sion, we learned that Hamilton had 
become a Mecca for birders in the last 
month! Thanks to word-of-mouth, cell 
phones and Internet services such as 
ONTBIRDS, word spread quickly 
when a number of rarities showed up 
in the Hamilton region. These included 
a Brown Pelican, an American White 
Pelican, two Western Grebes and all 
three phalaropes! 

A beautiful Fox Sparrow (that un¬ 
fortunately died after hitting a win¬ 
dow) was passed around for all to see. 
A visit to Hawk Cliff by sightings leader 
Dennis Lewington and his wife Gwen 
produced a Golden Eagle, three Bald 
Eagles, and numerous Red-shouldered, 
Red-tailed and Cooper’s Hawks, North¬ 
ern Harriers, Turkey Vultures, and a 
large flock of Red-winged Blackbirds. 

In town, a Peregrine Falcon was 
seen chasing European Starlings out¬ 
side a member’s apartment building. 
Other birds of note were Cedar Wax- 


From the 



wings, Rufous-sided Towhees, Dark¬ 
eyed Juncos, a Black-and-white War¬ 
bler and a Merlin. All in all, it was a 
banner month! 

The first speaker of the evening 
was the BSG’s own Dave Don, who 
decided that 2002 would be his “Big 
Hamilton Birding Year.” He stayed 
mostly in the Hamilton region, i.e., a 
circle 40 km in radius around Dundurn 
Castle, with one trip to Point Pelee for 
the spring migration. 

In all, he’s counted 253 species so 
far this year, proving you don’t have to 
drive all over the country to produce 
an impressive annual list. With his own 
slides and many supplied by Barry 
Cherriere, Dave related some of the 
funny and strange stories behind find¬ 
ing the birds he has seen in each month 
of the year to date. 

We were treated to his wry sense 
of humour in his description of his many 
outings in pursuit of another species to 
add to his list. One time he even left a 
candlelit romantic dinner with his wife 
after getting a call from one of his 
birding friends that a bird not on his list 
was in a tree in a yard across town! 


Later, when telling us that July 
was a slow month for birding in Hamil¬ 
ton, he said it was “a good time to 
make up with his wife and get to know 
the kids.” Such is the life of a dedi¬ 
cated lister. Fortunately for us, we vi¬ 
cariously enjoyed hearing about and 
seeing pictures of his birds without 
getting into the doghouse with our 
spouses. The birds included 
Townsend’s Solitaire, Smith’s 
Longspur, Louisiana Waterthrush, Cur¬ 
lew Sandpiper (only the second record 
for the Hamilton area), Clay-coloured 
Sparrow, Glossy Ibis, Nelson’s Sharp¬ 
tailed Sparrow and, of course, the two 
types of pelicans, the Western Grebes, 
and three types of phalarope (Wilson’s, 
Red-necked and Red), all seen in Ham¬ 
ilton in October. We wish Dave many 
more species before the year is over. 

After our usual refreshment break, 
our guest speaker of the evening was 
introduced. Paul Grant, from the Wild 
Birds Unlimited store in Guelph, came 
to share his knowledge of bird songs. 
Assisted by his wife, Valerie, who ran 
the slide projector and helped cue up 
recorded bird songs and calls, Paul 
gave us a three-part presentation. 

In the first part, he helped us to 
understand the nature of bird songs. 
Songs are repeated vocalizations that 
birds make for many reasons. They 
may warn other birds to stay out of 
their territory, or they may be signals 
to available partners to “come and mate 
with me.” 

Calls, in contrast, are usually sim¬ 
ple short vocalizations that act as alarms 
or maintain contact with other birds. 
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Paul explained how birds make the 
sounds in their syrinxes (lower larynx) 
using muscle control rather than vocal 
cords, how they learn songs, and when 
and where birds sing. Usually it’s the 
male bird that sings and, from his songs, 
researchers believe a female of the 
same species can determine the male’s 
pairing status, his readiness to mate, 
the health of his territory, and the male’s 
age and probable longevity. 

In part two of the talk, Paul ex¬ 
plained how to birdwatch, first by sight 
using binoculars, and then by sound. 
He recommended several tools for get¬ 
ting to know bird songs, such as 
Peterson’s “Birding by Ear” tapes, 
“Bird Songs of Canada” CDs, and 
Thayer’s birding software, entitled 
“Birds of North America.”* 

The final part of the presentation 
was an audio quiz for BSG members. 
Paul and Valerie played the songs of 
about a dozen different birds to see 
how many we could recognize. Paul 
encouraged us to start slowly with 
birding by ear by first learning some 
reference points - characteristic pat¬ 
terns of sounds made by particular 
groups of birds. Then get more spe¬ 
cific, so that you can separate one 
warbler or sparrow from another, for 
instance. 

Most importantly, he said not to be 
frustrated by the variability you will 
hear in the field. In the wild, the birds 
don’t sing as clearly as they do on the 
tapes and CDs (nor in the same or¬ 
der!), so just be patient! It can take 
years to develop d good ear, but it will 
add a whole new dimension to your 
birdwatching. We all left a little wiser 
after this interesting and informative 
talk.H 


Walkers Needed! 


The Kidney Foundation of Canada, Hamilton & District Chapter is pleased to 
invite you to our first Winter Walk, on February 2,2003. We have partnered with 
the new City of Hamilton’s Winterfest and we will use King’s Forest Golf & 
Country Club as our home base for this event. My name is Terence Maynard and 
I’m the Chapter Coordinator for the Kidney Foundation and a Hamilton resident 
who has grown up enjoying the benefits of the Red Hill Creek area. This walk 
will be an approximate 5 kilometres long, and will lead through the King’s Forest 
area and surrounding Red Hill Creek trails. Help us show Hamilton what a 
treasure this area is to our community and at the same time raise needed dollars 
for kidney disease research. We would be honoured to have you, your families 
and friends join us on our Winter Walk for Research. Please contact me at (905) 
318-4830 or 1-800-414-3484 if you require further information or to pre-register 
as a walker. Thank you for your consideration and hope to see you on the 
trailsJH 


Terence Maynard 
Chapter Coordinator 
Hamilton & District 


Nature Sanctuaries Brochure 

Last month’s Wooduck came with a copy of the latest Nature Sanctuaries 
Brochure. This brochure has been put together by the your Sanctuary Committee 
to act as a guide for your visits to these properties. 

Please try to visit one or both of our sanctuaries! They are many things: they 
are a piece of the club’s history; they are precious examples of Carolinian 
Canada; and they are storehouses of biological diversity. They are also great 
places to just go for a walk, to escape today’s world, to renew and discover the 
treasures that can be found in a Carolinian ecosystem. 

As well as the hard work the committee put in reviewing the various drafts of 
the brochure, I would especially like to thank Margaret Walton for her work on 
the maps in the brochure. Margaret sacrificed her time, and her back, hiking 
through the sanctuaries with her large GPS system so that the maps would be 
accurate, and she did the numerous revisions on her GIS system to get to the final 
product. 

We hope this brochure serves you well. If you wish to serve on the Sanctuary 
Committee, please contact the Sanctuary Director using the information on the 
brochure or this newsletter.^ 
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Terrestrial Habitats Damaged by Creek Re-Location 


by Don McLean 
The City of Hamilton has released 
a consultant’s study detailing their plans 
to relocate Red Hill Creek as part of 
the expressway project. The plans re¬ 
veal major disruption and loss of ter¬ 
restrial habitats in the valley. 

Unbelievably, 7600 metres of new 
creek bed is to be created, with only 
about 400 metres coinciding with the 
current channel. The relocation is to 
begin about 50 metres upstream of the 
Bruce Trail bridge about half a kilome¬ 
tre south of the King’s Forest Golf 
Course. 


wall. A similar pattern prevails further 
downstream, with the new channel go¬ 
ing through nearly all the wooded ar¬ 
eas not slated for clearance for the 
expressway itself! 

The only locations where the new 
channel coincides with the existing one 
are at the culverts under King Street, 
and the two railway lines. 

The result is 18 separate locations 
where “terrestrial losses” are predicted 
that can’t be mitigated. Half of these 
are described as “significant terrestrial 


The new channel will require the 
clearing of 21 hectares, the majority 
natural woodlands. By comparison, the 
expressway itself will add 54 hectares 
of pavement to the valley. 

In addition to the creek re-loca¬ 
tion, the expressway plans also call for 
two large valley areas to be flooded 
several times a year. 

One is a 600 metre stretch north 
of Rosedale Arena (see map), and the 
other is a similar length of valley floor 
on Davis Creek, the main tributary of 
Red Hill. 


The new 
channel will be 
located along 
the base of the 
escarpment, 
cutting through 
a 400 metre 
swath of ma¬ 
ture hardwood 
forest where 
the first 
sightings of 
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recorded in the 
1995 inventory 
conducted by 
the Club. 


The new showi 

channel then 

cuts across portions of six holes of the 
golf course before being routed to the 
east wall of the valley behind Rosedale 
Arena. Just north of Greenhill Avenue, 
the channel again crosses the valley 
into the forested section along the east 


The map shows the valley area between Greenhill Avenue and the 
TH&B railway south of King Street. The area outlined is the proposed 
flood zone. The old creek channel and the new proposed one are also 
shown with the latter appearing darker on the map. 


habitat.” In nine additional locations, 
the amount of damage is “minimized” 
by locating the new creek in “paleo 
channels” — described as places 
where the creek was located between 
900 and 4500 years ago. 


ft -_ ' . tfO PHQ This lat- 

ter flood area 

M ’ t , would back 

4 ■, up from Mt. 

\ • Albion Road 

\ , , to Quigley 

■ , Road as well 

, \ y ' s '■'] as part way 

- up Mont- 

g° mer y 

t ^ n ..Creek to¬ 
il jp " 'V - ward 

. Albright 

SRoad. 

i These 

flood zones 
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ed one are also duce the 

ma P- likelihood of 

flooding at 
the QEW. The impacts on terrestrial 
habitat are not described in the reports 
released so far by the City. 

The creek re-location will also 
heavily impact on the million-dollar rec- 
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reational trail built in Red Hill Valley in 
1995-96. The creek re-location will cut 
this trail 18 times. A 400 metre section 
of the Bruce Trail also lies in the path 
of the new creek channel. 

All of these effects are additional 
to those that would result from the 
construction of the proposed Red Hill 
Creek Expressway itself. 

The above suggests why the City 
went to so much effort and expendi¬ 
ture to prevent a federal environmen¬ 
tal assessment of the stream 
re-location. The federal assessment 
was initiated because of the creek re¬ 
location plans, but was required to as¬ 
sess the impacts on all aspects of the 
environment. The City spent several 
million dollars in a court-faction that 
eventually ruled the federal assess¬ 
ment was not required. While the 
project still requires an authorization 
under the Fisheries Act, without an 
environmental assessment there is no 
requirement to protect the habitat of 
anything other than fish. The interests 
of all other species, including humans 
using the trail system, don’t have to be 
considered .HI 


A Note from your Social 
Director 

Please bring some delicious Christ¬ 
mas baking and snacks to share with 
your friends and fellow club members 
for the refreshments table at the next 
meeting in December, as we celebrate 
the approaching holiday season to¬ 
gether. Looking forward to seeing you 
then, ElaineJH 
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Pesticide-Free Ontario Conference 


by Laurel Harrison 

This past weekend, on a 100 acre 
retreat backing onto the Bruce Trail, 
“Pesticide-Free Ontario” held a 
groundbreaking conference. Almost 50 
people attended, representing con¬ 
cerned citizen groups from over 15 
municipalities in Southern Ontario, and 
all agreed that the three day event was 
a huge success. 

The attendees, from as far away 
as Orillia and Port Perry, were im¬ 
pressed with the peaceful retreat, feel¬ 
ing that its natural surroundings were 
the perfect place to hold such a con¬ 
ference. The Hamilton area was rep¬ 
resented by seven members of the 
Hamilton Coalition on Pesticide Issues 
(HCPI), as well as other Hamiltonians 
concerned with this serious health is¬ 
sue. 

The Friday evening session heard 
from a Toronto lawyer who is an ex¬ 
pert on the legal issues surrounding 
pesticide by-laws and the Hudson, Que¬ 
bec, Supreme Court case, where two 
pesticide companies unsuccessfully 
challenged that municipality’s legisla¬ 
tion. Advice was given as to the types 
of pesticide by-laws that are most likely 
to be passed in council, and to with¬ 
stand the scrutiny of the court system. 
Legal opinion agrees that municipali¬ 
ties in Ontario have the power to enact 
pesticide bylaws, even under the New 
Ontario Municipal Act which comes 
into effect in January. 

Saturday’s morning session fea¬ 
tured Dr. Kapil Khatter, physician, and 
expert on the studies and science around 
pesticides, and how the weight of evi¬ 


dence surrounding pesticides and their 
links to serious health effects has grown 
to the point where councils must act to 
restrict their use for non-essential pur¬ 
poses. A discussion ensued regarding 
the misinformation coming out of cer¬ 
tain sectors that have monetary inter¬ 
ests in the continued use of pesticides. 

. The other sessions included hands- 
on training in presentations, debating, 
writing press releases, and doing inter¬ 
views, computer networking, and 
strategizing. A Pesticide Free Steering 
Committee meeting rounding out the 
weekend. 

This event will likely continue to 
be held on an annual or semi-annual 
basis 


Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to welcome the fol¬ 
lowing new members who joined the 
HNC in October: 

Karen Kennedy 

Ruth Lampman 

Rita McEnaney 

Leigh Spooner 

Louise Walker 

Clive and Jean Freeman 

Christopher Hovius 

Marilyn and George MacRae 

Kelly Pike 

Jack Santa Barbara 

Ron and Christine Marshall 

Robert and Brenda Deacoff 


) 

) 


) 
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Nature in Your Neighbourhood: 

A Hamilton Naturalists' Club Education Outreach Project 


by Mamie Branfireun 

If you are a Hamilton Naturalists’ 
Club member, then you are supporting 
the Nature in Your Neighbourhood 
project, an initiative begun in Decem¬ 
ber 2000 to build upon the success of 
past outreach projects such as the 
Naturally Hamilton! Guide to the 
Green Spaces of Hamilton- 
Wentworth and Area and Reptiles 
and Amphibians of the Hamilton 
Area. 

These are all projects that seek to 
spread the word about the value of 
local wildlife and natural areas to chil¬ 
dren and adults in Hamilton and the 
surrounding area: a primary goal of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. 

Nature in Your Neighbourhood 
seeks to develop educational resource 
materials for local schools and scout¬ 
ing/guiding groups. Three projects are 
currently in development: the Pocket 
Guide to Wildlife of the Hamilton/ 
Burlington Area, the Naturally Ham¬ 
ilton! calendar and the Habitats of 
Hamilton poster and website. All of 
these materials will be made available 
to local schools and guide groups at no 
charge. 

The Pocket Guide describes and 
illustrates common and significant spe¬ 
cies in the head of Lake Ontario area, 
as well as some of the conservation 
issues that affect them. The content 
for this guide was developed with the 
assistance of local Scout and Guide 
leaders and Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 


members. Organized by season, it in¬ 
cludes identification, behaviour, and lo¬ 
cation notes for trees, wildflowers, 
mammals and birds. The Pocket Guide 
should be available in early 2003. 

The Naturally Hamilton! calen¬ 
dar is a non-year-specific calendar that 
highlights local, seasonal natural phe¬ 
nomena in a user-friendly format 
geared toward the new Ontario school 
curriculum. Included are local areas of 
interest with directions for field trips, 
and conservation issues relating to a 
monthly topic such as Hamilton Har¬ 
bour, Urban Sprawl or Feeding Birds. 

A key feature of the calendar is 
the use of local children’s artwork to 
illustrate each month. This artwork was 
recently featured for one month at 
Hamilton City Centre as part of the 
Hamilton and Region Arts Council’s 
Drawn and Quartered exhibition (Oct- 
Dec, 2002) which showcases local art¬ 
ists. The, Naturally Hamilton! calendar 
should be available by autumn 2003. 

The Habitats of Hamilton poster 
and website has just begun develop¬ 
ment in earnest. It will feature local 
ecosystems and detail their importance 
as habitats for flora and fauna. From 
wetlands to oak savannah, each habi¬ 
tat type will be explored in terms of 
animals, plants, soil, ecosystem struc¬ 
ture, and the conservation issues af¬ 
fecting them. 

This project is aimed primarily at 
schools, and features a poster of the 
Hamilton area and its habitats as a 


schoolroom aid. The imagery on this 
poster will serve as the interactive 
opening page for the website, designed 
by our own Betty Blashill, which will 
contain most of the content for this 
learning resource. Slated to be com¬ 
plete in early 2003, this project will be 
easily accessible to the public. We are 
still looking for images of local habitats 
and their denizens to add to the website 
and invite your contributions! 

In addition to ongoing fundraising 
•and presentations of the "What’s Alive 
in Hamilton!" slide show, we are ac¬ 
tively participating on the Education 
Committee of the Hamilton Coalition 
on Pesticide Issues (HCPI). The HCPI 
is lobbying for a pesticide restriction 
by-law in the City of Hamilton and has 
received funding for an important edu¬ 
cational campaign. The "Green Lawns, 
Healthy Kids" campaign, coordinated 
by Pete Wobschall of HCPI partner 
Green Venture, will help educate local 
citizens about pesticide-free healthy 
lawn and garden care practices, with 
$67,000 in funds from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation and $15,000 from 
EcoAction. 

Also on the pesticide-free front, 
another Green Gardening Forum is in 
the works at the Royal Botanical Gar¬ 
dens with the participation of the HCPI 
and its partners, together with the Cit¬ 
ies of Hamilton and Burlington and the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club. Scheduled 
for February 22 nd , 2003,1 will coordi¬ 
nate this event wearing my RBG hat 
pending the RBG’s funding applica- 
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tion. This organic gardening day, no 
longer part of the "Nature in Your 
Neighbourhood" project, but inspired 
by it, will feature speakers, workshops 
and a green marketplace. Look for 
more information closer to the event 
date! 

If you would like to know more 
about the "Nature in Your Neighbour¬ 
hood" project and its activities, please 
contact me, Mamie Branfireun, Com¬ 
munity Education and Outreach Coor¬ 
dinator for the project, at my RBG 
office: (905) 527-1158 ext. 512 or via 
email: mbranfireun@rbg.ca. 

I would like to take this opportu¬ 
nity to thank my predecessor, Laurel 
Mclvor, for her tremendous contribu¬ 
tion to "Nature in Your Neighbour¬ 
hood." Laurel was responsible not only 
for many of the ideas for this project, 
but also for the lion’s share of the 
work involved in putting together both 
the Pocket Guide and the Calendar, 
together with a massive involvement in 
the Hamilton Coalition on Pesticide Is¬ 
sues and the Green Gardening Forum, 
2002. Thanks Laurel! 

The "Nature in Your Neighbour¬ 
hood" project is supported by grants 
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
and the TD - Canada Trust Friends of 
the Environment Foundation, and op¬ 
erates with the support of: the Hamil¬ 
ton Naturalists’ Club; Royal Botanical 
Gardens; the Hamilton District Board 
of Education; the Hamilton District 
Catholic Board of Education; the Ham¬ 
ilton District Guidjng and Scouting As¬ 
sociations; the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority; and the Bay Area Restora¬ 
tion Council.!! 
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by Glenn Barrett 

In anticipation of our 85 lh anniver¬ 
sary in 2004, the Board of Directors 
decided this year to apply to the City 
of Hamilton Commemorative Plaque 
Program, requesting that the Club’s 
activities related to natural area stew¬ 
ardship and acquisition be recognized 
with a plaque. 

The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
(HNC) traces its beginnings back to 
1919 with the formation of the Hamil¬ 
ton Bird Protection Society. One of 
our earliest initiatives was to work with 
concerned local citizens, the Hamilton 
Parks Board, and the province to for¬ 
mally protect Cootes Paradise as a 
nature sanctuary - a property that is 
now a shining jewel protected by Royal 
Botanical Gardens (RBG). In purchas¬ 
ing the 95-acre Spooky Hollow prop¬ 
erty near Port Rowan in 1961, the 
Club became the first naturalist or¬ 
ganization in Ontario to protect signifi¬ 
cant "areas by purchasing a nature 
sanctuary. 

In the years that followed, we have 
purchased a second sanctuary prop¬ 
erty, and we have also donated over 
$450,000 to like-minded organizations, 
including the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority and RBG, to assist these 
groups in their protection and steward¬ 
ship of natural areas. Recently the 
HNC has been actively involved in 
natural areas inventory projects, docu¬ 
menting the significance of the flora 
and fauna of these areas and thereby 
contributing to their recognition and 
protection as Environmentally Sensi¬ 
tive Areas. 


The HNC recently received a let¬ 
ter from the City of Hamilton plaquing 
committee informing us of their unani¬ 
mous decision to recognize our Club’s 
eighty-five years of service to the com¬ 
munity with a commemorative plaque 
to be erected in 2004. The HNC has 
formally approached the RBG to con¬ 
sider our request to have this plaque 
located at Princess Point, to which 
they have agreed. Overlooking Cootes 
Paradise, this site will be most relevant 
to the topics discussed on the plaque. 
The City of Hamilton’s plaques are 
similar in size and appearance to the 
historic plaques erected throughout 
Ontario by the Ontario Heritage Foun¬ 
dation. 

While the City of Hamilton will 
cover the costs involved in the installa¬ 
tion of the plaque at Princess Point, it 
is up to the Club to raise the funds 
required for the manufacturing of the 
plaque itself (approximately $2,500). 
The Club will be applying to local foun¬ 
dations for a portion of these funds. 

The HNC Board would like to en¬ 
courage interested Club members to 
contribute to this historic project. To 
this end, the Board of Directors has 
agreed to match member donations by 
dedicating a portion of the interest in¬ 
come earned by our Hamilton Com¬ 
munity Foundation Conservation & 
Education Endowment Fund (up to a 
maximum of $500). 

Together we can ensure that the 
85 lh anniversary of the Club is recog¬ 
nized forever with the creation of this 
plaque.gl 


85 Years of HNC History to be 
Commemorated with City Plaque 


Noteworthy Bird Records 

ByRobDobos 

Total number of species recorded in the HSA during 2002 to August 31: 260. Underlined species or dates require 
documentation by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird 
Records Committee. For species marked with “#”, all reported records are listed. For all other species, only highlights are 
listed. 

Observers: Stan Bajumy (SB), Gerald Chappie (GCh), Nina Chappie (NCh), Barb Charlton (BC), Barry Cherriere (BCh), 
Dawn Christilaw (DCh), Jack Christilaw (JCh), Dave Copeland (DCo), Jim Cram (JC), Mark Cranford (MCr), Tom Crooks 
(TC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dobos (RD), Dave Don (DD), Jim Dowall (JD), Cheryl Edgecombe (CE), Gavin 
Edmondstone (GE), Lois Evans (LE), Jill Franklyn (JF), Jerry Guild (JG), Jean Iron (JI), Mark Jennings (MJ), Robert Laker 
(RLk), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Curtis Marantz (CM), Lou Marsh (LM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), Gerard McNaughton 
(GMN), Norm Murr (NM), Cynthia Pekarik (CP), Ron Pittaway (RP), Carl Rothfels (CR), Glenda Slessor (GS), Bill Smith 
(BS), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street (MS), Tom Thomas (TT), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Robert Westmore (RWe), many 
observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 
terr. -territorial bird 
SM -singing male 


Plumages, etc.: 

m. -male 

f. -female 

ad. -adult 
ba. -basic 
alt. -alternate 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st alt. -first alternate 


Counties/Regions/Cities: 
Brant [£/?] 

Haldimand [HD] 

Halton [HL] 

Hamilton [HM] 

Niagara [M7] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT] 

Wellington \WL] 


AUGUST 2002: 

Common Loon: One on Lake Ontario off Shoreacres [HL] Aug 21 F (RD); 10 off Van Wagners Beach [HM] Aug 23 
(RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One on Hamilton Harbour off LaSalle Marina [HM] Aug 17F-24 (RD;KM); 12 at Mountsberg C.A. 
[HM/WL] Aug 25 (RD). 

Red-necked Grebe: One at NE Shore of Harbour [HM] Aug 17 (RD); 68 off Shoreacres Aug 24 (KM); two nests with 
eggs at Bronte Harbour [HL] were abandoned by the end of Aug (GE). 

American White Pelican#: One at Tollgate Ponds [HM] Aug 25 (TT), was seen flying over Eastport Dr at Woodward 
Ave [HM] Aug 26 (RW) then found later that day at Dundas Marsh [HM] (CR) where it stayed until Oct. 

BROWN PELICAN#: One on Hamilton Harbour near CCIW [HM] Jun 5 * (JF,CP et al .) was the second record for the 
HSA (the first was in Aug 1937). 
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Pelican species#: A report of four pelicans, one smaller than the rest, seen poorly off Spencer Smith Park [HL] Jun 9 
(DCo) was intriguing given the above sighting. 

American Bittern#: One found dead at QEW at Van Wagners Ponds [HM] Jul 2 (BS). 

Great Egret#: Birds at Dundas Marsh: 1 -Aug 10 (RD), 10 -Aug 26 (CR), 12 -Aug 31 (KM); two at Rattray Marsh [PL\ 
Aug 18-20 (RLk); one at Tollgate Ponds Aug 22-23 (LE;DD); one at Van Wagners Ponds Aug 25 (RD). 

GLOSSY IBIS#: One ba. ad,one juv./l 51 ba. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds [AG] Aug 30*-on (TC,DD,CE,GMN;m.obs.). 
Wood Duck: 17 at Valley Inn [HL] Aug 5 (RD); 40 at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 25 (RD). 

Gadwall: One f.,two juv. at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 18 (RD). 

American Wigeon: One at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 17 (RD); two at Windermere Basin [HM] Aug 24 (KM); one at 
Valley Inn Aug 31 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: 28 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 25 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: Three at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 11 (RD); four at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD). 

Northern Pintail: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 3-5 (KM;RD); one at Windermere Basin Aug 24 (RD). 
Green-winged Teal: Three at Dundas Marsh Aug 10 (RD); 40 past Van Wagners Beach Aug 21 (RD). 

Redhead: One at Tollgatg Ponds Aug 5-17 (RD); eight at Windermere Basin Aug 24 (RD). 

Greater Scaup: One m. off Shoreacres Aug 11 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: Six at Windermere Basin Aug 24 (RD). 

White-winged Scoter: One m. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 6 F (TC,DD); one f. off Shoreacres Aug 24 (KM). 
Long-tailed Duck: One m. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 21 F and six there Aug 24 (RD). 

Bufflehead: One at Windermere Basin Aug 17 (KM); one off Shoreacres Aug 21-24 (RD;KM). 

Hooded Merganser: One at Windermere Basin Aug 4 (KM); one at N Service Rd & Guelph Line [HL] Aug 5 (MJ); one 
at NE Shore of Harbour Aug 5 (RD); one at Vanderliek Ponds, Bismarck [AG] Aug 25 (KM); one at Valley Inn and two at 
Dundas Marsh Aug 31 (RD). 

Common Merganser: One at LaSalle Marina Aug 17 (RD), and two there Aug 24 (KM). 

Red-breasted Merganser: One off Van Wagners Beach Aug 23 F (RD). 

Ruddy Duck: One m. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 18 (RD); 16 at Windermere Basin Aug 24 (KM). 

Osprey: One at Hamilton Harbour Aug 9 F (RD). 

Bald Eagle#: One imm. at Dundas Marsh Aug 26 F (CR). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: One at York Rd, Dundas [HM] (GCh) and one at Hwy 403 & Waterdown Rd [HL] (GCh,NCh) 
Aug 11 F. 

Broad-winged Hawk: One at Shoreacres Aug 26 F (RD). 


Merlin#: One at Twiss Rd Calcium Pits [HL] Aug 26 F (CE). 

Peregrine Falcon#: One juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 (BCh); one at CCIW Aug 20 (RD). 

Wild Turkey#: One f.,five juv. at Kirkwall Rd S of Safari Rd [HM] Aug 13 (BC); two ad..seven juv. at Abbey Rd, York 
[HD] Aug 17 (RWe). 

Virginia Rail#: One juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 30 F (RD). 

Common Moorhen#: Seven juv. at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 25 (RD). 

American Coot: One at Mountsberg C.A. Aug 25 (RD); four off LaSalle Marina Aug 17 (RD). 

Sandhill Crane#: One at Dundas Marsh Aug 28 F (MCr). 

Black-bellied Plover: Two at Tollgate Ponds Aug 5 F (RD); one past Woodland Cemetery [HM] Aug 17 (RD,JC); two at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 13 (RC,GS). 

American Golden-Plover#: One ad. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 30 * (JD et al.); two ad. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 31 
(KM); 11 at Unity Rd W of Hwy 6 [HD] Aug 31 (NM,SB). 

Semipalmated Plover: 21 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 20 (SM); one juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 23 F and eight there 
Aug 28 (RD). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Six at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: 45 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 2 (CM,TC); 23 at Taquanyah C.A. [HD] Aug 5 (RD); two juv. at 
Tollgate Ponds Aug 5 F and 120 there Aug 21 (RD). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 F (RD). 

Whimbrel#: Two at Tollgate Ponds Aug 18 F (RD et al.), and one there Aug 19 (CE,DD;RC,GS); one at Grimsby Sewage 
Ponds Aug 25 (BCh). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 18-25 (RD et al.); one juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 28 F (RD,DD). 
Sanderling: 12 at Van Wagners Beach (RD) and eight at Fifty Point C.A. [HM/NG] (DD) Aug 23. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: 10 at Taquanyah C.A. Aug 5 (RD); four juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 11 F (RD,CE); 33 at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 20 (SM). 

Least Sandpiper: 50 at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 5 (RD); 10 at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One ad. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 25 F (RD et al.), and two ad. there Aug 31 (KM). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: (All juveniles) Birds at Tollgate Ponds: 2 -Aug 18 * (RD), 3 -Aug 25 (LE), 4 -Aug 28 (RD); three at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 19 (RC,GS); two at Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 (CE et al.). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: One juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 18 F (KM), and seven there Aug 20 (SM). 

Dunlin: One ad. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 1-31 (m.obs.). 

Stilt Sandpiper: Birds at Grimsby Sewage Ponds: 3 -Aug 5 (RD), 40 -Aug 17 (BCh), 32 -Aug 18 (RD), 24 -Aug 20 (SM); 
three at Tollgate Ponds Aug 21 (RD); six at Vanderliek Ponds Aug 25 (KM). 
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Short-billed Dowitcher: Four juv. at Smithville Sewage Ponds Aug 11 F (RD,CE); 10 at Tollgate Ponds Aug 14 (CE); 32 
at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 19 (RC,GS). 

Wilson’s Phalarope#: One m. at N Service Rd & Guelph Line Aug 6 (MJ); one juv. at Tollgate Ponds Aug 11-15 
(RD,CE;m.obs.); six at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 17 (BCh), and one there Aug 18-25 (RD et al.). 

Red-necked Phalarope#: Three off Fifty Point C.A. Aug 24 * (RD,DD); one at Tollgate Ponds Aug 27 (JG et al.); three 
at Van Wagners Beach Aug 28 (DD,TC), and three there Aug 29 (RC,GS); one juv. at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 30 (CE 
et al.). 

Phalarope species#: Six off Van Wagners Beach Aug 27 (RD), and two there Aug 28 (RD,DD). 

Parasitic Jaeger#: Birds off Van Wagners Beach (all light morph): lad. -Aug 23 * (RD), 2juv. -Aug 28 (RD,DD), 
3ad.,ljuv. -Aug 29 (RC,GS), 3ad. -Aug 31 (RP,JI). 

Jaeger species#: Two juv. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 31 (RP,JI). 

LONG-TAILED JAEGER#: One ad. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 28*-29 (RSt et al.), and one juv. light morph there 
Aug 28 (RD,DD). 

Bonaparte’s Gull: Birds on Aug 19: 3ad.,3juv. -Tollgate Ponds (RC,GS), 2ad.,4juv. -Van Wagners Beach (RD,CE,DD), 
lad.,ljuv. -Grimsby Sewage Ponds (RC,GS). 

Great Black-backed Gujl: Two juv. at Sioux Lookout [HL] Aug 11 F (KM). 

Black-legged Kittiwake#: One juv. off Van Wagners Beach Aug 31 * (RP,JI). 

Common Tern: 70 off LaSalle Marina Aug 17 (KM;RD); 14 off Van Wagners Beach Aug 23 (RD). 

Common Nighthawk: One at Old Guelph Rd [HM] Aug 10 F (GCh,NCh); nine over Aldershot [HL] Aug 24 (JC;RD); 20 
over Lome Park Rd, Mississauga [PL] Aug 30 (MS). 

Chimney Swift: Two at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Aug 5 F (RD); 15 past Woodland Cemetery Aug 17 (RD). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One at Kilbride [HL] May 6 * (DCh,JCh); one at School St, Waterdown [HM] Aug 15 F 
(RD). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher#: One at Shoreacres Aug 17 * (KM), and one there Aug 20 (DD); one at Turner Tract, Halton 
Region Forest [HL] Aug 25 (RD); two at Twiss Rd Calcium Pits Aug 26 (CE). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 F (RD). 

Least Flycatcher: One at Shoreacres Aug 18 F (RD). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 24 F (RD,DD). 

Eastern Kingbird: Birds past Woodland Cemetery: 1 -Aug 5 F, 40 -Aug 17 (RD,JC), 15 -Aug 24 (RD,DD); 20 at Twiss Rd 
Calcium Pits Aug 25 (RD). 

Warbling Vireo: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 F (RD). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One at Shoreacres Aug 21 F (RD). 

Purple Martin: Six at Woodland Cemetery Aug 17 (RD). 


Bank Swallow: Nine at Woodland Cemetery Aug 24 (RD,DD). 

Cliff Swallow: Two at Woodland Cemetery Aug 17 (RD). 

Carolina Wren#: One at Valley Inn Aug 5 (RD); three at Shoreacres Aug 26 (RD). 

Sedge Wren#: Two ad.,three juv. at Southwest Summit Woods [HM] Aug 8 (RD). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: One at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD). 

Veery: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 31 F (RD). 

Wood Thrush: One at School St, Waterdown Aug 25 F (RD). 

Brown Thrasher: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 F (RD). 

Cedar Waxwing: 350 at Woodland Cemetery Aug 17 (RD,JC). 

Nashville Warbler: One at Dundas Marsh Aug 31 F (RD). 

Yellow Warbler: Ten at Woodland Cemetery Aug 17 (RD,JC). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: Four at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 F (RD). 

Magnolia Warbler: One at Shoreacres Aug 15 F (RD); eight at Woodland Cemetery Aug 31 (RD). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One SM at Elliott Tract, Halton Region Forest [HL] Jun 25 (LM); one at Shoreacres Aug 21 F 
(RD). 

Black-and-white Warbler: One at Shoreacres Aug 21 F (RD). 

American Redstart: One at Woodland Cemetery Aug 25 F (RD). 

Ovenbird: Two at Woodland Cemetery Aug 31 F (RD). 

Northern Waterthrush: One at Shoreacres Aug 7 F (RD). 

Hooded Warbler#: One pair ad.,two juv. at Bulls Point, N Shore of Cootes Paradise [HM] Aug 10 (RD). 

Canada Warbler: One at Shoreacres Aug 18 F (RD). * 

Chipping Sparrow: Eight at N Shore of Cootes Paradise Aug 31 (RD). 

Dark-eyed Junco: One at Kilbride May 4 L (DCh,JCh). 

Indigo Bunting: Four at Shoreacres Aug 15 (RD). 

Bobolink: Birds past Woodland Cemetery: 19 -Aug 17 (RD,JC), 20 -Aug 24 (RD,DD), 4 -Aug 25 L (RD). 

Baltimore Oriole: Six at Woodland Cemetery Aug 24 (RD,DD). 

Please send your bird records for September 2002 by Dec. 10 to: Rob Dobos, 22 School St., P.O. Box 722, Waterdown, 
Ont., LOR 2H0; ph: (905) 690-7705; e-mail: rob.dobos@ec.gc.ca P 
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Cameron Ranch Alvar Purchase Underway 


by Ron Reid, Executive Director of 
The Couchiching Conservancy. 

Every region has its jewels - prop¬ 
erties so ecologically rich that they 
should be protected at all costs. That 
is exactly the situation with Cameron 
Ranch alvar, a 3000-acre mosaic of 
natural grasslands, shrublands, 
wetlands and alvar communities situ¬ 
ated mid-way between Orillia and 
Lindsay. For years, naturalists visiting 
the Carden plain have peered over the 
fence of the Cameron Ranch. Now, 
the time has come for its protection, 
with the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club 
playing a major role. 

Last February, the .owner of 
Cameron Ranch finally accepted a pur¬ 
chase offer from the Nature Conserv¬ 
ancy of Canada, and gave them a year 
to raise the $1.6 million needed to com¬ 
plete the deal. The Couchiching Con¬ 
servancy, working in 
partnership with the Orillia 
and Kawartha naturalists’ 
clubs, has committed to raise 
$200,000 towards this pur¬ 
chase. 

Nature' clubs and gener¬ 
ous individuals from across 
Ontario have already re¬ 
sponded. The Midland- 
Penetang club issued a 
challenge to its members to 
match the club donation, and 
raised over $1300. The 
Brereton Field Naturalists 
contributed $500; jhe Ottawa 
Field Naturalists $1000. But no nature 
club has been more generous than the 
HNC, which contributed an amazing 


$10,000. 

This funding is only one part of a 
complex package: through a partner¬ 
ship with the Nature Conservancy of 



from: www.npwrc.usgs.gov 

Canada, Ontario Parks has made a 
major financial commitment; a series 
of proposals are under consideration 
by private foundations and businesses; 


a local “birdathon” raised over $8500; 
and individuals have donated from $5 
to $10,000. Together, we have over 


$150,000 pledged towards our local tar¬ 
get, and are well over half-way to our 
goal. 

We have been thrilled by this gen¬ 
erous response, but Cameron Ranch is 
an exceptional place. Its grasslands 
are full of alvar specialists - Prairie 
Smoke and Northern Dropseed, Tufted 
Hairgrass and Early Buttercup, False 
Pennyroyal and Wild Bergamot. 
Shrubland alvars are extensive too, with 
Fragrant Sumac, Shrubby Cinquefoil 
and Downy Arrowwood. In early sum¬ 
mer, birdsong is everywhere, from the 
wolf whistle of Upland Sandpipers to 
the “drink-your-tee” calls of hidden 
towhees and the buzz of Clay-colored 
Sparrows. Cameron Ranch is a haven 
for grassland birds. It is also home to 
at least three nesting pairs of the en¬ 
dangered Loggerhead Shrikes. 

We have only until Febru¬ 
ary l sl to get our funding in 
place. Otherwise, we know 
already that the quarry com¬ 
panies are looking for ways to 
scoop up Cameron Ranch, to 
turn into into yet another 
megaquarry. 

To all the members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, 
our heartfelt thanks. If you 
are interested in finding out 
more about Cameron Ranch, 
or might be able to help as an 
individual, please contact Ron 
Reid at The Couchiching Con¬ 
servancy, Box 704, Orillia, 
L3V 6K7. 

Phone: 705-326-1620. 

www.couchconservancv.ca 



Prairie Smoke. Photo: Dale Leadbeater 
from www.couchconservancy.ca 
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by Glenda Slessor 
Setting: Peru. October 2, 2002. 

Picture a Whip-poor-will, but add 
two marvelously long, streaming, lyre- 
shaped tail feathers, each nearly three 
times the length of the bird’s body. In 
comparison, a peacock is positively 
modest! It was, of course, one of the 
Peruvian species on our most-wanted 
list! Scott Connop, our leader (and 
creator of this Turaco trip itself) didn’t 
promise them, but he did smile enig¬ 
matically and say he had “a spot we’d 
try.” My advice is to trust Scott’s 
smiles. . . 

For this adventure, our ! CHpfL 
Turissimo Bus took us from ; 
Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge to | 1 
the upper levels of the cloud ; 
forest. The adventure is not j ; 
just in birding, as you know, i j Tjm 
The adventure is in the road ; j ' 
itself. I’ve driven Italy’s in- f 

famous Mediterranean »_TITf 

coast, its Amalfi Road, but 
now I know it was a cakewalk. The 
Italians don’t begin to know about 
switchbacks, cliff edges, vertical drops, 
or blind curves navigated only by the 
sound of an oncoming vehicle’s horn. 
This day was, fortunately, an “up day.” 
As we climbed, we were not required 
to back up when we met an oncoming 
truck. That challenge was reserved 
for our return trip to the lodge. But by 
then it was dark, so who knew how 
close we were to any edge? We’d 
handed our lives over to Mario, our bus 
driver, cook, and navigator long before 
then. 

By five o’clock, we’d spread our- 


The Lyre-tailed Nightja 

selves out along the mountain side. 
Ahead was the other side of the valley, 
mist covering some vegetation, other 
trees emerging singley, silhouetted 
against the clear pale violets of a tropi- 
cal sky. To our right, the valley ex¬ 
tended forever, but it was gradually 
^ foreshortened by a thunderstorm. Light- 

^ ning and fast moving rain clouds swept 

^ past our vantage point. To our left, we 
, could see the sunset. Each of us, I 
' think, was alone in the world at that 
^ time. Certainly we’d been emptied of 
, any past, or future, of all tensions. We 
were well and truly “in the 
..; moment.” 

j. ' * But not all magic occurs 
1 within silence and calm. The 
; next 15 minutes were as ex- 
*V v ! citing as any a birdwatcher 
$ « could imagine. Darkness fell 
flgESb^; I dramatically, and by 5:30 it 
; was time to intercept the 
* nightly forays of these fabled 
.. birds. 

ie Scott, who can hear and see as if 

lit he were weakened only by Kryptonite, 
s, located the first sounds, enticed the 
ie birds with a carefully played tape, and 
a. there they were. Silhouetted against 
the moon-dusky sky, their long tail 
:d feathers fluttering with grace and el- 
ig egance behind them, the nightjars flew 
id out over the roadway, up and over the 
iy trees, back and forth, 2 males and a 
w female, checking each other out, and 
d allowing us a breathtaking moment into 
is their lives. 

e So there we were. From peace to 

full blown joy in a matter of moments. 

The other birds of the day, the 


Torrent Duck, the White-Capped Dip¬ 
per, the Torrent Tyrannulet, and, of 
course, the Chestnut-backed Antshrike, 
each have stories of their own.jH 

Come to the Conservation 
Committee! 

by Diane Green 

The Club moves forward with its 
many active interests in the field of 
conservation and education. We are 
currently proceeding with several ma¬ 
jor projects, including Nature In Your 
Neighbourhood, and the completion of 
Nature Counts. In addition, we con¬ 
tinue to monitor and comment upon 
ongoing issues in the Hamilton and 
Halton area, including the Eramosa 
Karst, Dufferin Aggregates, and the 
Mid-Peninsula Highway. 

Closer to home, the West Harbour 
Trails Study and West Harbour Plan¬ 
ning Area Study are underway, with 
input from HNC members. HNC is 
also providing comment to the City of 
Hamilton on its GRIDS process. 

We are looking for volunteers who 
would like to get involved in local con¬ 
servation issues, perhaps commenting 
on reports or sitting on committees, or 
developing new projects, such as an 
urban woodlots initiative. Whatever 
your level of interest or involvement, I 
would like to hear from you. 

If you have any ideas for projects 
and would like to become a member of 
the Conservation Committee, please 
feel free to introduce yourself or call 
me at 905 827-4662 or by email at 
greend@interlynx.net for information 
about our next meeting.^. 


page 93 





The Wood Duck 


December2002 


HNC Donations to 
Support Habitat 
Preservation 

by Warren Beacham 

The Sanctuary Committee has been 
holding $25,000 for 3 years now in the 
hopes of contributing to a Nature Con¬ 
servancy of Canada (NCC) purchase 
of a property on Pelee Island. This 
money was originally from the 
Townsend bequest. In the spring of 
2002, we decided to give the NCC 
until Sept. I s1 2002 to see if they would 
be any closer to a purchase. 

As of September I s ', however, they 
are no nearer to a purchase, having 
had their offers for the properties in 
which they were interested rejected 
twice. 

After discussion at our September 
meeting, the Sanctuary Committee 
agreed on the following proposal for 
spending this money, and the proposal 
was approved by the HNC Board on 
October 3 rd : 

• $10,000 has been donated to 
the Couchiching Conservancy, to be 
used for their purchase of the Cameron 
Ranch, a Carden Alvar property. 

• $5,000 will be donated to Con¬ 
servation Halton, to help with their pur¬ 
chase of 37 acres in the Pleasant View 
area of Dundas. 

• $10,000 will be put into the 
HNC Managed Reserve Fund for Wild 
Lands, managed by the Hamilton Com¬ 
munity Foundation, to be used at a 
future date in accordance with the 
guidelines of that fund. 

These donations continue the 


HNC’s legacy of donating to groups 
throughout Ontario to help with habitat 
preservation projects. Over the last 30 
years, the club has donated hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to these types 
of projects. 


For information on the Cameron 
Ranch property see Ron Reid’s article 
in this issue, or visit http:// 


vww.couchconservanc 


Calling All Contenders for 
the 2002 Ross Thompson 
Trophy 

by Glenda Slessor 

This trophy, which dates back to 
1939, has been awarded intermittently 
over the years to the young Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club member who has 
seen the most species of birds in the 
calendar year and who meets the fol¬ 
lowing criteria: 

1. All birds must have been seen in 
the calendar year (i.e., January 1 - 
December 31,2002, inclusive). 

2. All birds must have been seen in 
Ontario, south of North Bay. 

3. The observer must NOT have 
reached his/her 18 ,h birthday during 
the year. 

4. The list of birds seen MUST 
include the date of the first sighting of 
each species. If possible, the location 
should also be noted. The date and 
location may be noted on the Checklist 
of the Birds of the Hamilton Area. 
available at HNC meetings, or on a 
separate sheet. 


5. The observer’s name, address, 
phone number and date of birth must 
be submitted. 

6. The lists will not be returned; 
observers should ensure they have a 
duplicate set of records. 

7. The trophy may not be won more 
than twice by the same observer. 

Submissions are to be sent to: 
Glenda Slessor, Bird Study Group 
Leader. 30 - 3115 New Street, 
Burlington, ON L7N 3T6 

Telephone: (905) 637-2022 

The deadline for 2002 submissions 
is February 28,2003. 

The submissions will be reviewed 
by the Bird Study Group Organizing 
Committee and the trophy and a book 
prize will be awarded at the March 
General Meeting of the HNC. 

Any club members knowing young 
members who have recorded their bird 
sightings for last year should encour¬ 
age them to enter the competition JH 


A Reminder: Membership 


Membership cards, for those mem¬ 
bers who have renewed for the 2003 
season, are available for pick up at the 
Membership table at the December 
and January Club meetings. Several 
retailers in the Burlington - Hamilton 
area give Club members a 10% dis¬ 
count on selected merchandise. Any 
cards not picked up will be mailed out 
with the Income Tax receipts in early 
February.^ 
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REGULAR MEETINGS Bird Study Group UPCOMING EVENTS 


Monday, December 2 8:00 p.m. 

Location: Royal Botanical Gardens 
680 Plains Rd.West 
Burlington, Ontario 

Why Science at RBG 
Matters to You 

with Dr. Patrick Colgan, 
Director of Research and Natural 
Lands at Royal Botanical 
Gardens 

Most of you are familiar with RBG’s gar¬ 
dens, trails, and educational programs. But 
why is RBG into Science, and how do con¬ 
servation policy, GIS, a herbarium, a library, 
national workshops, and Project Paradise 
make a scientific program? Dr. Colgan will 
explain how Science at RBG covers scien¬ 
tific and conserving activities from the local 
to the global. 

This is our Holiday meeting, so please re¬ 
member to bring seasonal treats to share 
with other members. Donation of an item for 
the food bank would also be appreciated. 
Refreshments served from 7:30 and after the 
program. Come early to socialize. 

Next Month 

Monday, February 10 8:00p.m. 

TheToronto Wildlife Centre 

with Nathalie Karvonen 


Need a Ride? 

If you need a ride to the Club ’sMembership 
Meetings, call any member of the Board, 
who will arrange a ride for you! Guests are 
always welcome at our meetings. 


Monday, December 9 7:30p.m. 

Location: Shaklee Canada 

952 Century Drive, Burlington. 
7:00-7:30: Decaf shade-grown coffee and 
snacks, in the library. 

7:30-9:30: Meeting 

Contact: Mike Rowlands 

Director of Operations 
■ 905-681-1422x225 

This is an informal meeting featuring a dis¬ 
cussion of recent bird sightings, an identi¬ 
fication session and a workshop, film or set 
of slides about some aspect of birding. If 
you are a beginning birder, come out to 
learn more about birds. If you are an expe¬ 
rienced birder, come out to share your knowl - 
edge and enthusiasm. 

This month: Christmas Social.: Bring a T reat 
to share. Mike Street will present on Owls 
and Owling and Mark Peck from the ROM 
will be by to pick up any “freezer birds” we 
have been saving. 


WANTED 

Articles and illustrations are needed for the 
Wood Duck. Let us know about the inter¬ 
esting sightings you have made. Bring to 
our attention the issues that you believe are 
important to naturalists and our commu¬ 
nity. 

Please send submissions to: 

Carl Rothfels, 

20 Kipling St, Hamilton 
L8S3X3 

or via email to: crothfels@vahoo.ca 

Deadline for submissions is generally the 
12th of the month before the issue is dated. 


Thursday December 26 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

Long-time compiler Mark Jennings has 
passed the reins of this Boxing Day tradi¬ 
tion to Mike Street. New counters welcome. 
Call Mike for info on participating in this 
birding ritual, 648-3737. 

Sunday January 1,10:00a.m. 

NEW YEAR’S DAY IN THE VALLEY 
Start the New Year on the right (foot)path. 
Meet at the northwest corner of King Street 
and Lawrence Road. Contact: John Struger 
547-5116 

Saturday January4,8:15a.m. 

HAWKS AND OWLS 

Join in on Mike Street’s annual search for 
hawks and owls out in the countryside 
south of Hamilton. Bring a lunch or pur¬ 
chase one along the way. Meet at the South 
Hamilton Mall, NW corner of Rymal and 
Upper James, near CIBC. Call Mike for de¬ 
tails, 648-3737. 

Saturday January 5 
LAKE ONTARIO WINTER 
DUCK COUNT 

Part of lake-wide waterfowl census. Cover¬ 
age in our area from Bronte Harbour to Fifty 
Point. Everyone, including beginners, wel¬ 
come. Call George Naylor at 575-9016 for 



Events sponsored by the Hamilton Natu¬ 
ralists' Club are led by volunteers. The 
HNC assumes no responsibility for inju¬ 
ries of any kind sustained by anyone 
participating in any of these activities. 
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